NJUSTPLEA 
A 0 N FUT ED, 
” And Melchiſedec and Chriſts Order Vin- 


TN! 
dicated againſt Antichriſtianiſm ; In anſwer to a book cal- 
led, Moſes and Aaron, or the Miniiters Right, and the Magji« 

firates duty, Given forth iby Daniel Pointell, a falſe Miniſter in Kent, 

who{like one of the Popiſh order )calls himſelf ReQor of the 
Church of Chriſt at Srap/chur/t, who in bis book hath ſtated 
athree-fold Plea for Tithes; That of Law Divize, La : 
Humane , and Free gifr. | 


The ſtrength of which book is overthrown,and his princi- 
pal Arguments are here briefly an{wered, and all his pleas for 
Tithes reje&ed by the truth,though there are many falſhoods 
and Abſurdities in his book ['it being a great volumn] 

omitted, as things not worth regarding. 


| And the Prieſts here may ſee who were their Examples 
for their taking Tithes now. 


Alſo here are ſeveral Aſlertions of the Prieſts concerning 
the Magiſtrates duty diſcovered. 


With a Hint of a diſpute that was at Sandwich in Kent, and 
ſomething that pafled betwixt us anda Priet there. 


Alſo a few words of ſpecial concernment bothto people 
and Rulers. 


| " Let this book be read by thePrieſts of England and their hearers, 


and they may ſee thoſe things diſcovered, which they never 
{aw before. 
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_ eAn unjuſt Plea confuted, ec. 


9POW is come Salvation and ſtrength, and the 
; Kingdom of our God, and the power of his 
WR Chriſt, whereby Antichriſt as diſcovered in all 
3 his practices, and the Beaſt, falſe prophet and 
" Whore with all their whoriſh wayes, and long- 
continued abominations, which falſe Prieſts and Prophets 
plead for,are made manifeſt,and judged utterly to be con- 
demned into the pit, and periſh together: And by the 
power of Chriſt is Redemption witneſſed by them that are 
of God,and out ofthe earth,out of the fall, fince which,all 
the Tithes were upheld, and not before,for they were paid 
to Melchiſcdec of the ſpoils taken in the time of the War, 
by Abrahan,before the Law was given forth, and after that 
to Levi and his prieſthood under the Law, and the firſt Co- 
venant ; who had a command to take Tithes of their bre- 
thren , not onely for their own ſupply (as the Priefts now 
receive them) hut alſo for the relief of the widows, father- 
lefle, and ſtrangers; but fince that, that command to Levi 
was diſanulled by Chriſt, as the Apoſtle witneſſed , Heb. 
7 5. 18, Tithes have been upheld forſeveral Generations, 
then, not by any command from God,feeing his command 
to Levi for Tithes was diſannulled by Chritt,as other com- 
mands relating to ſhadows and figures were, but onely they 
have been upheld by Antichriftian Laws and Miniſters, In- 
ſtituted and made in the time of Popery and Apoſtacy ; And 
therefore areT ithes,as now they ſtand, Potiſh,Idolatrous and 
Heatheniſh,as they are upheld without a command fromGod 
by the idolatrous Prieſts, whoout of their greedy minds 
lead for them in their words, ſermons and books, as 
this ſaid Prieſt hath here done,with as much ignorance and 
confuſion asever I knew any, if not more, who hath ſtated 
a three fold, plea for the righe of Tithes, that of law divine, 
law humane,and free gift, whereby .in his much reaton- 
ing for them to be ſtil} of Frm right (as he faith he hath 
| I. CON- 


Be © RP 

tradifted many of his brethren che Prieſts in Exg/and, who: 
are weary with that plea of divine right,and have caſt it off, 
ſeeing that it will not ſtand, though ftill they uphold: the 
tithes unrighteouſly ; bur herewe ſee thele Prieſts mighti- 
ly confounded among themſelves about. their plea for 
Tythes, one ſort pleading for Tythes by divine right, o- 
thers by humane right onely, and here they are divided 
about the very ſtrength and pillar of their trade, which is 
chiefly upheld By Tythes; therefore their Kingdom can- 
not ſtand, nor this unrighteous confuſed way of their tra= 
ding. 

Now after this faid Prieft hath ſtared many reaſons, and 
much matter for Tythes, ſtill being of divine right from 
that of Melchizedecks, receiving the tenth of «Hbr-ham and 
from the Levites receiving them under the law; he hath 
declared. Me:chizedeck, to bea type, page 2;, and a figure 
page 56 and Levia figure, and yet ſtill hath affirmed tithes 
Ge.14.20 to be a moral and a perpetual right ro e/ch1zedeck and 
Num. 18, his prieſthood, oneof. which he prerends himſelf to bee: 
Deut.14. Now here he hath uttered confulion ; for if Tythes were 
Le.27.31 upheld by the Type, and the figure, -and belonged to 
them, then they were not perpetual, but ended in Chriſt 
with the types and figures, when Chriſt the ſubſtance nail=- 


ed the hand writing of ordinances to his croſſe, and abo- 


liſhed the law of them, C/o, 2. 14. Epkeſ. 2.15 And chen 
if this Prieft take Tithesas one of M-lchizedecks prieftiood ; 
If he was but a typeanda figure'as he faith) then he is but 
a Miniſter of types and figures, and not of Chriſt . the ſub- 
ſtance and end of the ſhadowes | as were the true Minifters, 
And could Meichiz:4eck, and Levi be figures and not tithes? 
What ignorance hath here appeared in this Prieſts words ? 


will he ſet tithes above *T /cv:2-4eck, and Lev:? the one of 


Heb.7.4* whom was like unto the Son of God, and the other Gods 

Mal.2.4- covenanc ? this aſſertion of the Prieſts, is evento fer a poſ- 
ſcion above the heirs of ir, 

And to confirm this unrighteous plea of his, for tithes 

Pr, p33. being of divine right,he propounds his doubts as heiaith) 

pag. 34. touching the law he counts tithes due by; and layes down 

pag. $$, What he conceiyes to bethe reſolution of the Golpel, in 
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15 
chematter of Miniſters maintenance, and he hath declar- 


. ed his ſuppoſition concerning Tythes, what law they are 


of. Sohereif people will believe his reaſoning, and the 
matter of his plea for Tythes, they niuſt believe what hath 
proceededfrom his doubts,conceivings, and ſuppoſitions ; 
but if they have no certainer rule to depend upon, then his 
doubts and ſuppoſitions for inftruftion, they long may re- 
main in ignorance for all their teacher; for he that doubt» 
eth is condemned, and the true Miniſters ſpoke the truth 
without doubting of it. 

P. 32, This ſaid Prieſt hath drawn all that he hath 
ſpoken for Tithes into theſe ſummary conclutions fol- 
lowing. 

Pr. 1. That when Tjthes were fir dueto God is no where to be 
found; we ſuppoſe it was Gods, reſerved rent from the begin= 
ning. | 
cf This 1s a falſe ſuppoſition, for Tythes was not 
at the beginning, but fince the tall; for it was tranigreſ- 


fion that made man fall behind-hand with God as a deb- 


tor to i:11m ; tor before heijell, he ſtood in the covenant 
and favour with God, and Meichyedergs taking the tenth, 
was1in the time of che war, which was in thefall, which 
Chriſt came ro end, and [ er-s taking Tythe was for the 
ſervice of the tabernacle, when ſacrifices and offerings 
were oftered, which was for the tranigreſſions of the Prieſts 
and people, and this tervice for which they had Tythes 
hadanend;z Andif Tythes were Gods rent, as thou haſt 
aftimed, why do you Prieſts that take Tythes now, not 
pay God his rent, as it was uſed formerly for his ſervice, 
even the iervice of the Tabernacle? and the tenth of Tyrths 
was ottered up an heave-offering unto the Lord, and the 
ſtranger,. the tatherlefle and widow might come to the 
ſtorchoule where the Tythes were and eat and be ſatisfied, 
but you put not Tythesto that uſe now, though you de- 
mand them from the example of Levi, and yec thou ſayeſt 
it was Gods reſerved rent; but in page 29 thou ſayeſt God 
ceaſe our murmurings for the great plenty now ior divers 
yearsattforded us,and make us never grudge God his porci- 
on,which we never gave him; Then you murmurers,. a= 

& 3 gant. 


Heb.5.3, 
Aum.18, 
2ls 


7 m.i 8s 
1, 20 

Elle 14, 
294 
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gainſt whom Jude declared (:ude 16.) if you never gave 
Tythes to the Lord fince you had them ( as they were gi- 
ven under the Law) you never paid to God his rent, what 
unjuſt Tennants are you therefore ? 

Pr. 2. Concluſion , That Melchiſedec bad a juſt right in 
Tythes from God, and not from the free gift of man, 

Pr. 3+ That this right was neither by Law ceremonial nor judia 
cial, but moral and perpetual. 

Pr. 4. That Gods right in Tythes began not with the Levitical 
Prieſthood, they had onely from him the aſſignment of the uſe of 
them. | | 
Anſw. Melchiſedecks right in receiving the tenth* of the 
ſpoils, proves nothing for your receiving the tenths of the 
fruit of mens laboursand eſtates, neither can you prove 
your ſelves Prieſts after Mechiſedecks order, who was with= 
out father and without mother, without decent, having 
neither beginning of dayes, norend of life, but made like 
unto the Son of God , abidetha Prieſt continually , 
dare you ſay that you are ſuch Kings and Prieſts as he was ? 
And thy ſaying that the right of Tythes to him was by a 
Law moral and perpetual,is exceeding falle,for if to receive 
the tenths of che ſpoils taken in war, be by a perpetual 
Law to continue, then wars and fightings mult be perpetu- 
al, and then why donot the Prieſts take the tenths of the 
ſpoiles taken in war? but this their folly greatly is made 
manifeſt unto us who are of Chriſts Prieſthood which ſhall 
ſtand, vihen wars which do ariſe from mens luſts ſhall have 
an end, fames 4 1. 

Pre 5. Concluſion, Thag the expiration 0f this aſignment to the 
levitical Priesihood will never abrogate Gods right, If he have taken 
them from Levi, he hath not therefore given them away from 
himſelf ) nor revoke the grant to Melchiſedec and bis Pricſt« 
hood. | 

Pr. 6. That Goſpel Miniſters may claim Tythes from this aſſigue 
ment t: Levi ( at leajt in the equitable conjtrufion of it) as appoint= 
ed to ſerve God in his houſe. | | 

Anſ. Doſt thou own that the afſignment of Tithes to the 
Levitical Priethood is expired, and yet from that aſſign- 


ment claimeſt Tythes, which the Goſpel Miniſters _— 
P19? 


did? what te | And how can it be that 
the Goſpel Miniſters may claim Tirhes in the equitable 
conſtrufion of that aſſignment ro Levi, except that thou 
wilt have them toſerve at the tabernacle in burnt offerings 
and ſacrifices again, as the firſt Prieſthood did ,. for which 
ſervice they had the Tithes? Numb 18 24. {o how thon 
wouldeſt, bring the Goſpel Miniſters into bondage again, 
and haſt caſt that upon chem which Chrift never did, let 
the wiſe judge. | 

Pr. Þ. Zo. And whereas alſo thou art ſpeaking of what re 
ſpe that aſſignment to Levi bears tocertainuſes, as to the ſervice 
of the Tabernacle, and all the Temple ſervices, which thou ſayeft 
are much divers from thoſe under the Tabernacle. 

Anſw. To which I anſwer, that you Prieſts who thus 
plead for Tithes, doneither diſpoſe of them co Taberna- 
cle ſervice nor Temple ſervice, as God commanded in the 
firſt covenant, which ſervices did not differ in the nature 
of them, for they both pertained to the firſt covenant,one- 
ly theſe of the Temple did exceed that of the Tabernacle 
in degree 3 Therefore thou or you who plead for Tithes 
for the ſervice of the Temple or houſe of God (as thoucal-- 
left ichwhere is your orders and places for ſuch a ſervice as 
of old pertained to the Temple that God commanded ? 
where is their offerings and portions of the law and Prieſts 
of Levi among you ? produce us a regiſter of your Genea- 
logie to prove your ſelves of that Prieſthood, or. elſe you 
areas pollnted, andto be put from the Prieſthood, Ezra 
2.62 And wherets the Singers, and Porters, and Over-: 
ſeers among you as pertained to the Temple ſerviceof old ? 
2 Chron. 25..1 & 26. Neb 12 And where have you Le- 
* vites and Prieſts to praiſe God day by day, finging with 
loud mmftraments unto the Lord , as they did in the 
firſt Covenant under that Temple, 2 Chronicles 30, 
Where do any of you Prieſts prophecy and praiſe with 
brumpets ,. harps , pſalteries and cimbals, as was in the 
dayes of David, Solomon, Hezekiah and Zerubbabel, in the 
time of the firſt Covenant and Temple ſervice? 2 Chrox-29. 
25, 26. Oh! that you that pleadfor Tirches and Temple 


ſervice and worſhip, did but ſee how you have tied "uw 
ſelves- 


ſelves both from the Old *' 08 and New, even mto 
the Popith Idolatry and Heathenzſm in many of your pra- 
Ctices :- what portions: have your fingers of Davids condi- 
tions, for their ſinging in your popiſh Maſs-houſes, which 
you have no Scriprurefor? And where have you a Store- 
houſe to put the Tithes in, to relieve the fatherleſs , wi- 
dows and ftrangers, as they were in Levies time, which God 
Comnunded , ſeeing, thou haſt pleaded for Tithes by di- 
vine Right ſo much from the Afſignment to Levi? For 
in the time of the firſt /Covenant, they that wirh-held 
the Tithes from the Store- houſe, robbed God, and they 
and their bleſſings were curſed; as you and yours are, 
who are guilty of theſame; read Mal.3. 9 0. and alſo 
read Heb, 7. how plainly the Apoftle Pav/{peaks concern- 
ing Tithes , and the two Prieſthoods, which may confute 
both this Prieſt andall who are not aſhamed yet to plead 
for Tithes by divine Right, either from Mze/chizedeck or 
Levies taking of them for he ſaith,ve-/.z. And verily they 
that are of theſons of Levi, who receive the office of the 
Prieſthood , havea Commandment to take Tithes of the 
People according to the Law, that is of their Brethren, 
perſelt, If therefore perfeCtion were by the Levitical 
Prieſthood{for under it the people received the Law)what: 
further need was there that another Prieſt ſhould riſe after 
the order of Melchizedeck, and not be called after the or- 
derot Aarc? (fo then perfe&ion is in Chriſts Prieſthood, 
waich came not by the Levitical Prieſthood) verſe 12+ 
the Prieſthocd being changed, there is made of neceſſity 
a change of theLawalſo, verſe 18. for theres verily a 
dilannulling of the Commandment going before, for the 
weakneſs and unprofitableneſs thereof; So then the 
Commandment going before that the ſons of Levi had to 
receive Tithes, was diſannulled ; (Mark that) now we 
muſt ot b:lieve a mans pleading for Tithes from his own 
doubts and ſuppolitions, as this Prieſt hath done, nor yet 
muſt we own a Popiſh command for Tithes , inſtead of 
that Command that Chriſt diſannulled , by which they 
were upheld in the ſhadow , but we muſt own Chriſt as a 
witneſs againit thele ceachers who take Tithes and _ 
or 
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for them , for therein they {2M Chriſt and his Prieft 
hood, and fo are of Antichriſt, | 

Pr. Pa.23- P24. And as for this Priefts queſtioning of Tithes 
being a Geremony , and what there is in Ehriit that this Ceremony 
ſignifies, | T ask the Prieſts that tell of Ceremonies un- 
derthe Law, anda of Ceremonial Law , where they can 
prove fuch a word in the Scripture, as God commanding 
Ceremonies (as in their account? ) Have they not uſed to 
tell of Popiſh Ceremonies ? and do they now co int any 
thing of God, Commanded ſo? Bur if he had asked 
what there is in Chriſt that this figure or type (towit 


 Dithes) fignifies , 


I anſwer, As under the firft Covenant there was Tithe 
of corn and wine and oil , and firſt-lings of the heards , 
and of the flocks brought to the houſe of the Lord , for 
the rehef cf the fatherleſs, widows and ftrangers, as 
well as the Priefts ; ſoin Chriſt is the fulneſs of ſpiritual 
relief, in his Fathers houſe, where there is many Man- 
ſions, forall that come to have a Right there (by Faith 
in his Light) cofeed upon, which the other was but a fi- 
gnre or type of, but this is hid from all you thatare but 
groveling 1n the earth, about Tithes and earthly things. 

Pr. p. 58. Saith, Chriſt a Tithe=taker, that lives, and ſo is 
eternally due ſo long as ſuch things are to be paid on earth; How 
thea ſhall Ehrijt take this due being now in Heaven , but by thoſe 
that are inthis jtead onearth? ſo he ever receives Tithes. 

Anſw. This is falſe and without proof; where did ever 
Chriſt or his Miniſters of the New Teſtament take Tithes ? 
and let his own words ſtand for a Contradi&ion to him- 
felf herein, 

Pr. Page 56. he ſaith, The ſtate of Chrift was ſuch, as 
to be poor in. his followers , as well as in his own perſon 
the ſtate of Chriſt and his Apoſtles was a ſtate of peregri- 
nation,ever in motion, he went up and down doing good, 
and char was not a ſtate of gatheringand laying up of 
Tithes in kind. 

Anſw See how deeply he hath here confounded him- 
ſelf; for how did Chriſt ever take Tithes by them in his 


ltead on earth, if his ſtate was to be poor, both in his own 
B perſon 


- 
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perſon and in his followers? And then'the.ſtate of Chriſt 
and his Miniſters was nor your ftate, who take Tithes, get 
ſetled places, and there live at eaſe upon thefruit of poor 
mens labours & eſtates; but Chriſt & his Minifters ſtate was 
a ſtate of being in Motion and doing good, and nota ſtate 
of gathering T1 ithes in kind (as he ſaith) -then never own 
theſe men to be Miniſters of Chriſt ,, whotake Tithes in 
kind, for they do evil, and are our of the ſtate of Chrift 
and his Apoſtles. And ſo theſe Prieſts gonot a warfare / as 
they pretend) for Chriſt, [for which this Prieſt ſeveral 
times hath claimed a maintenance for them to be as due 


as the Souldiers pay , for they never put themſelves into 


thoſe hazards, norendure thoſe hardſhips that the Soul- 
diers of Chriſt endured in their warfare and travel, but 


they live at eaſe, ſtriving after. great preferments and: 


Tithes,to maintain themſelves and their Families in pride 


and ſuperfluity. , in what their hearts luſt after ,. as is evi=- 


dent- among them: neither are they planters of Vine« 


yards, nor keepers of ſheep, when their hearers do rent, 


tear and perſecute the ſervants of the Lard , like ſo ma- 
ny bryars and thorns, ſwine and wolves, 1 Tim.2, 3. - *, 

Pr. Upon the ſuppoſition that Tithes. are no part of the Ceremo« 
nial Law, have we as poſitive evidence, that the particular dee 
termination of a tenth is ſtill in force. 

Anſw. This his evidence that is but grounded upon a 
ſuppoſition, hath he laid aown in the laſt page of his difſ- 
courſe of the Divine Right of Tithes, bur it is both an un- 
certain & a falſeevidence,as is before proved;for wiſe men 
uſed not to ground politive Evidences upon ſuppoſitions. 

Pr. p.29. Saith, If New Teſtament examples oblige us to any 
thing, tt is ſure, to much more then to a tenth. 

Anſw. Mark, This man's covetousneſs which he hath 
confeſſed he dare not wholly excuſe himſelf from) and 
how he hath contradiged himſelf one while, ſaying; 
that the particular determination of a Tenth is ſtill in 
force 3 anoher while ſaying, thatif the New Teſtament 
examples oblige them to any thing,it is ſure tomuch more 
thena tenth: neither of which hath he proved, but only 
declared his doubts, conceiyings and ſuppoſitions for his. 


mat=-: 


LIM! 


IT 
matter, with perverting of the Scriptures quoted by hinz; ? 
* for the New Teſtament examples do not oblige them to 
any thing from his own words, if he provenot his former 
aflertion 3 bur if they weretrue Miniſters they needed not 
ſo to trouble themſelves for maintenance as they do, 
whereby the Prieſts ſhew themſelves both to diſtruſt the 
Lord and their hearers,ſeeing they will have them to make 
Bargains avd compound with them, or elſe they muſt not 
have their preaching. 

Pr. P36, 37+ We ſhould not have ſuch eager neceſſitcus ſuing 
from all parts for Augmentations, as we have; ( Andhe ſpeaks 
of Commands) they have determining proportions, 1. On the 
peoples fideg not as they have a mind and will, but as they have a 
power. 2» On the Miniſters ſide more then one :. he mu$t live, and 
this is more | h:n the mind and heart of every :iver will afford. 

Anſw. So then they dare not truſt the minds and hearts 
of their hearers with their maintenance , but muſt have 
eager necei{itous ſuing from all parts for Augmentations, 
as he hach confeſſed 3 and ſo note that they force mainte- 
nance from people, contrary to their minds and wills, 
even from them whoſe minds and hearts would not afford 
that they ſhould live. Oh ! what miſery are theſe Prieſts 
in; And whatgood have they done with their preaching 
{o many years, that their hearers hearts are ſo much ſhur 
up againſt them , that thus they muſt force maintenance 
from them, by ſuing for Augmentations from all parts, 

| contrary to the minds and wills of their hearers ? 
| Pr, p-$7. But mark what hefurther faith, Our fck if 
#- faithful , will be a wil't»g people 
Anſw. So then if their flock be faithful , they*l not 
need be ſued at Law by the Priefts for maintenance: take 
notice you that arethe flock or hearers of theſe Prieſts, 
he hath judged you unfaithful , in that they dare not 
leave the proportion of maintenance to your mindes and 
wills, which if he Judged you faithful, he would, and not 
be ſo diftruſtful of you; but would commir your Mini- 
ſtring carnal things to them tc your diſpoſals without 
forcing any thing upon you, either by ſuing at Law or o- 
therwiſe: as well as they can pretend themſelves that 
B 2 they 
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they are to be truſted by you in Miniſtring ſpiritual 
things to you; Bur ler me tell him, that he hath ſhamed 
himſelf and the reſt of the Prieſts that own him in theſe 
things , of ſuing and forcing maintenance from an un- 
faithful people; and let the praCtiſes of Chriſts Mini- 
ſters bear witnels againſt him for ever, if he repent nor, 

for the true Miniſters whom Chriſt ſent forth did free! 
preach the Goſpel as they had freely receivedit; and faid 
the Apoſtle /au!, there is utterly a fault among you, that 
yon goto Law one with another: Why do you not rather 
take wrong? 1Cor.6. 79, And ſaid Chriſt unto his, 
Into whattoever Town or City you ſhall enter , enquire 
who in it is worthy,andthere abide till ye go from thence, 
eating ſuch things as are ſet before you, for the work-man 
is worthy of his meat, Mat.10. Luke 10. So here the true 
Miniſters might eat and drink where they were received, 
and not force maintenance from them that were unfaich- 
ful, norfrom any, as theſe Prieſts now do; And the Apo- 
ſtles reaping carnal things (1 Cer.g. 11.) was his ſupply 
from the Churches of Chriſt, and not of the World , 
whole hearts conld not afford him tolivez Andas to that 
of Ga1.6. 6. which the-Prieſts have ſo often brought us, 
they therein have no liberty given them for a forced 
maintenance, nor for Tithes from any; for the Apoſtle 
thereſairh, Let him that is taught in the Word, Commu- 
nicate urito him thatteacheth in all good things; ' Mark) 
he that is taught is to Miniſter the good things unto him 
that teacheth; here's no liberty for the Prieſts forcing 
maintenance from them they do not Miniſterto, and 
whom they dono work for,as they would have it; ſo that 
they havelargely proved themſelves, out of the ſteps of 
the true Miniſters : For where is there any of you Prieſts 
in England that are pleading for Tithes or Gifts, that dare 
give ſuch a challinge to the people of England,as Samre! the 
Prophet of the Lord gave to all Iſrae/? Whoſe Ox have 
taken ? Or whoſe Aſs havelI taken ? Whom. have I de- 
frauded? Whom have I oppreſſed? Or of whoſe hand 
havel received any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith ? 
and I will reſtore it toyou. And they ſaid, thou haſt not 
| de- 
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defranded us, nor a us , neither haſt thon taken 


'ought- of any mans hand, 1 Sam. a2. Come forth you 


Prieſts of F1g/2ud, and give us ſuch a challenge, if you dare 
vindicate your -ſelves in what you do, or <lle. for ever 
let ſhame and confutlion cover you. 

Pr. p#887. And where the Prieſt ſaith they muſt live. 1. At 
ſwerable to the dignity of their calling, 

Anſw. The dignity of the true Minifters , was not to 
have Tithes and great preferments, nor to be ſer up as 
Maſters, as-theſe Prieſts now'are, contrary to Chriſts 
Command , Mat. 23. but tolive of the Goſpel, and ra- 
ther to be ſervants then Maſters 3 And what, was the true 
Miniſters reward from ſuch as had not a heart that they 
ſhould live ? / 

Pr. 2. They muit live anuſwerable to the expenſiveneſs of their 
calling; 

Anſw. Thetrue Miniſters expenſiveneſs was, not in ex- 
ceſs, nor in pride, as the Prieſts now are; therefore, 
why ſhould they live in fuch expences, on the fruits of o- 
ther mens labours, and be ſo maintained in idleneſs and 
fulneſsas they are ? | 

Pr. 3. A jtock in books mii lye dead by him, ſufficient to ſet 
up many a conſiderable trade. 

Anſw. Then this isa very chargeable trade of theirs; 
away with it, let us hear no more of it , forthe Saints 
laboured to keep the Goſpel without charge, but theſe 
Prieſts drive a great tradeſurely , ſeeing cheir ware is (0 
coſtly, that they learnout of ſo many dead books £ Alas ! 
what miſery are people in, that muſt give their money for 
ſuch dead ware, that's ſtollen out of ſo many dead books: 
this ſure is not the Miniftery of the Spiric, which the 
Saints were Miniſters of; therefore away with ſuch falſe 
miniſters, and never uphold them , who fell their dead 
ware at ſuch a dear rateas they do. 

Pr. P53 Saith , *Tis the great cryes and preſſing of Mini« 
fters and people, to procure Augmentations. : 

- Anſw. Therefore the greater 1s their crime andabomi- 
nations: and ſurely the wo is unto ſuch coverous Mini- 
fters, who thus covet unto their houles an evil coverouty 
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neſs, that they may ſet their neſts on high, Has, 2; g. 
Pr. In our (triving ior tarliament men, the word was , z5be 
for Tithes ? if be be, let us voice for him, | 
Anſw, Yea, you have ſufficiently ſhewen your deceit 
and covetouſnels after unrighteous gain, to yourown 


ſhame , and it is ſuch Magiſtrates as are for Tirhes that 


thou haſt pleaded for, to make Lawes in matters of Reli- 
gion to confine men to yield to that filthy deceit of 
Tithes, which are diſapproved with the truth , and pro- 
ved to be no Goſpel maintenance , but of Antichriſt ; 
but the Lord God whoſe hand 1s over both Prieſts and 
Parliaments to break them in pieces, and ſcatter them 
(as often hath been apparent) when they have ſought to 
intrude into matters of Religion, to limit his Seed, to up= 
hold ſuch deceits and oppreſſion, which it cannot conſent 
to, for his ſake : even heit is, who hath :iedeemed his own 
Seed, and hath appointed his people their Law and way, 
without mens Laws and limitations. And fo you Teach- 
ers that have your Lawes to make for your Religion by 
Parliaments, and many of you have Petitioned for ſuch 
a thing to the Rulers (but your ends were for your gain) 
are younot aſhamed to have been. Teachers fo long,and to 
have had ſo many chouſand pounds for your preaching, 
And the eſtabliſhment of Religion you have yet to ſeek 
for at the Magiſtrates (when as Chritt is the eſtabliſher of 
true Religion? ) Oh! what a ſad thing it is, whathave ye 
done all this time, thac your Religion 1s yet to eſtabliſh 
among people? And now that plea of Divine Right for 
Tithes, being proved falſe,all his pleading for them, by a 
humane Law and free gift, 1s to no purpole, 1t being con- 
trary to the order and ſtate of Chriſt and his Miniſters : 
ſo contrary to the Scriptures, which theſe Tith-takers 
call their Rule , which now they are fled from to the 
powers of the earth for gifts and rewards, which blind 
their eyes. Therefore ouc of this ſaid Priefts own words 
here is a very fit example for the Prieſts rakingTithes now, 
Pr. p.57. He faith, As tor the Gentwes themſelves, they had 
other burthens , Heathen Idol Pricjts ( at leaſt in many places) 


rock away tieir tenth, 
Anſy, 
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Aaſw. (Mark) theſe were Loo]. niſters of Chriſt then that 
took away the tenth, but Heathen Idol Priefts 3 Is it not a 
poor caſe that theſe Prieſts now are in, when they cannot 

rove theirexample for Tithes by Divine kight,thar now 
the Heathen Idol Prieſts muſt be their examples for them ? 

Pr. p.1;. Again ſaith , Tithes were paid und-r Heathens , 
to the Priejts of Ids! Temples by the then Lawes , 10 one Apoſile, 
Father, Martyr ever contradicing. | 

Anſw. Thisalſo 1s a very fit inſtance forhim, and the 
Prieſts of the Idol Temples , the Maſs-houfes in E:g/a-4, 
who take tithes of theſe Gentilesof Exglanz3but of any on? 
Apoſtle, Father or Martyr he hath ſpoken ignorantly aud 
falſly , for the Apoſtles and Vartyrs of Chrift witneſſed 


againſt the World and the evil deeds thereof, and teſtified 


not onely againſt Idolatrous worſhips , but alſo againſt 1- 
dolatrous pra@iſes. Alſo this ſaid Prieſt hath contradi- 
&ed himſelf, forin page'95. he hath confeſſed that two 
Martyrs di{puted againſt Tithes, in theſe words; viz. 

I find little diſputed for Tithes; 4nd two Martyrs Walt, Brate, 
#1 Rich, 2. time; and William Thorpe 7» Hen. 4. time, di 
ſputing again#f it. So it appears that ſome Martyrs fince the 
Apoſtles time had a diſcovery in former ages of the evil 
of Tithes then. 

. Pr. p. 3. Saith, Nay, Peters very ordinance will exact 
obedience, ative to all lawful Commands , paſſive to all unlawful 
ones; and for it he brings, 1 Pet.2. 13. 

Anſw. He hath here wickedly wronged Peter , for hee 
nught as well ſay, that when the Apoſtles were comman=- 
ded to ſpeak nc more in the Name of Jeſus, they ſhould 
ave pailively obeyed, and ſo not have: ſpoken any more 
in his Name ; but whether it be better fo obey Geds Jaw- 
fn] Commands, or mans unlawful cnes, Judge ye. So 


to prove this Prieſts do&rine falſe, ſee what that of 


1 Pet.2 13,14. ſaith, Submit your ſelves ro every ordinance 
of man, forthe Lords ſake,. whether it be to the King, as 
Supream, or unto Governours, as unto them that are ſent 
by him, for the puniſhment of evil-doers,and for the praiſe 
of them that do well; forſo is the will of God, that with 
well-doing ye may put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh 
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men; You may ſee here theſe Governours were appoin- 
red for well-doing, to fulfil lawful Commands, and the 
ſubmiſſion to ſuch ordinances, was well-doing for the 
Lords ſake, and not att exaGting of any obedience to any 


unlawful Commands, as this Prieft hath falſly accuſed the 


| Apoſtle Peter, 


Pr. Saith, And at this day it is the conſtant Reſolution of all * 


Proteſtant Divines to the quieting of ſcrupulous conſciences , that 
have asked advice from them often and often , That thoſe Princes 
Lawes which command Tithes tobe paid to popiſh Maſſing Priefts, 
are to be ſubmitted ta by thoſe of the Reformed Religion, that live 
within the Dominion of ſuch Princes 5 the like is the Reſolution of 
all popiſh Divines , concerning their Catholicks that live under the 
Deminion of Proteſtant Princes« | 

Anſw. Sothen we ſee that them he calls Proteſtant Di- 
vines, and them he calls popiſh Divines are juſt both alike 
in Reſolving men to yield to deceit,contrary to their own 
conſciences and profeſſion, in that they Reſolve men ro 
pay Tithes to Maſs Prieſts, and to the Proteſtant Prieſts. 
So here the Maſs Prieſts and theſe Prieſts are both of a 
mind; Alas! what deceit is it that theſe Prieſts will not re= 
ſolve men to, when they can reſolve men to pay Fithes to 
the popiſh Maſſing Prieſts? And ſurely here he hath ſhamed 
his Proteſtant Divines, in that he hath manifeſted them 
here to be ſuch miniſters of deceit. 

Pr. p. 12. Hebath queſtioned if a (inful Law of the Magiſtrate 
be not to be ſuffered under; And ſaith, may not, ought not a ma# 
rochuſe rather to ſuſſer in his goods,tke 1 in his perſon? and expoſe 
them to buy his own peace , aria man delivers his purſe to the Thief 
up the high war, t0 ſavehis life ? an honourable ſimilitude. 

Anſw. Now if this be an honourable fimulitude [as he 
ſaith} then you may ſee that the Prieſts taking and ſpoi- 
ling mens goods for. Tithes by a ſinful Law, 1s like the 
Thiefs taking a mans purſe by the high way, wch how fitly 
this agrees with the Prieſts profeſſion, I leave it tothe ſe- 
r:0us to Judge, This fimilitnde which he hath counted 
honourable, hath he laid upon his Neighbour (a Baptiſt) 
who itappears hath oppoſed him in his raking Tithes, a- 
Sainſt whom this Prieſt ſeems to haye gotten advantage, 
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as todo what he did in denying him Tithes out of covetonſneſs, 
| more then conſcience, becauſe this Bapriſt(as he ſaith) promiſed 
| ro compound with him, 1nd offered half of that which the Prieſt 
| would have taken, which thing is diſowned by the truth both 
| in Baptiſts and others, who can agree or make a covenant 
with deceit, and are not faithful to their principles they pro- 
fefle 3 Bur now if this ſaid Prieſt ſhould ſay he did not mean as 
he ſpoke, in his calling that ſaid finilitude an honourable one, 
then take noticeThat on the other part, heis a diflembling pro- 
phane perſon, and I finde him a man very ignorant of the lerter 
of the Scriptures in many particulars, Now fince this ſaid 
Prieſt hath fo much pleaded for Tithes by a humane Law of the 
Magiſtrates,and for Magiſtrates power and duty in making laws 
for the Church ; note what he hath laid down 1n page 62. 
Pr. Nay the very thing we treat of Minijters maintenance till Fleze-+ 
kiahs time, it ſeems there needed no Laws under the reign of good Kings « 
Anſw. Sothen from this, theſe Magiftrates that need laws for 
maintaining Minifters are evil ones,for under the reig11 of good 
ones, there needed no Laws ; look how here he hath judged the - 
Magiſtrates to be evil, and yet he wonld have them to make 
{ Laws for the Church; was there ever ſuch abſurdity as this ? 
Bur this I cel] him, that if they were Miniſters of Chriſt, they 
would not ſeek to evilMagiftrates for Laws for maintenance,net- 
therwould their hearers need be compelled by evil Magiſtrates 
Laws to relieve them, the Goſpel would make way for them, 
for that which is lawful (but not for Tiches;) And Pau! the A- 
poſtle did not fue the Corinthians nor any Of the Churches (at 
Law) for maintenance betore evil Magiſtrates, nor at all, as the 
Prieſts do, but witneſſed againſt that praiſe, 4 Cor.5. to v. 3, 
.Pr.p.63. Saith, That type of Chriſt»whoſe ti.lfilling was myſterious, 
| let that be abrogated by Chriſt ; but that tyje,whoſe fulfilling was literal, 
| -* may, and 1 ſuppoſe muit abid- (ill. 
| Anſ. Then he hath ſet that which was Literal above that which 
L was Myſterious ; was there ever ſuch darknefſe uttered ? But 
| Chriſt was the end of all types and figures,thar did lignifie him- 
» felf. And was not the fulfilling ofall rhings that were types of 
Chrift myſterious, ſeeing they were all fulfilled in Chriſt who is 
the myſtery ? 
Pr. p. 74 Fo is kaowable _—_— Goſpe! Light that there is a on : 
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that this God is to be worſhipped , Any perſons are to be imployed in 
his worſhip as Miniſters of holy things; that to theſe an honourable maine 
tenance is ne, 

Anſw. This is falſe; for without Goſpel Light men can know 
nothing as they oughr; For ſaid Chriſt, (who enlightens every 
man that cometlrinto the world : with:ut me ye can do nmthing And 
| oh! ſee how this honourable maintenance ſticks upon this Prieſts. 
| fttomack, 

Pr. P. 79. Saith, Je covet no mans ſilver, but allow every man to 
take a mderate ſhare in what is ours. | 

Anſw. Herein is he a diſſembler ; for wherefore do the Prieſts 
naſe ſuch eager neceſſitous ſuing for Augmentations from all parts? - 
And wherefore is it their great-cries and prefling for Augmenta. 
tions? And wherefore have they ſo much voiced for Parliament 
men that were for Tithes, as he hath confetled before , if they 
covet no mans filver, (as hefaith ? ) And where do the Priefts 
allow every man to take a moderate ſhare in what is theirs, as 
he hath here affirmed? are they not all for what they can get ? 
Do they not weekly charm for their bellies ? See their deceit 
and hypocriſle. - | 

Pr. And after this ſaid Prieſt hath pleaded for Magiſtrates to 
make Laws i11 matters of Religion, he hath athrmed, 7 »at though 
God alone make Laws to binde mens conſciences, ye. m a may Tide megs 
conſciences to the »bedience of thoſe Laws. In page v1. he hath flatly 
contradicted himſelf, for he ſaich, Ro4s do 10: change the hearts ; 
Our Brethren in new England can bam{ſh them whom they Cannot reclaim, 
we cannot by Law change mens hearts. 

Anſw. So.then, though Magiſtrates may and ought ro puniſh 
evil doers, and encourage thoſe that do well,] as they do Juſtice} 

et they cannot guide mens coniciences,nor change their hearts 
into the obedience of their Laws, if their hearts and conſcien» - 
ces be ſet otherwayes. So where they. would make Laws for 
Religion, tochange mens conſciences and ;udgemeiits, ! who 
walk orderly) by impoſing penaltics or iufferinss upon theory; 
1s juſt of like uature with the Papiſts, chreatning men with Pe= 
nalties, and cauſing men to ſuffer their In juuition, impriconing 
op death,ifthey willnot conform to their ourward carnal forms, 
which are quite contrary to the conſciences and juugements of 
the ſufferers, And asfor his brethren. in new E£1g/4agtheir crit | 
' | elry 
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elty and perſecution againſt the fervants of the Lord is taken 
. notice of, in their fining, priſoning, cruel and bloody whip- 
ping, cutting off their ears,and baniſhing of chem, and ma- 
king alaw for baniſhing-of them upon pain of death ; of whoſe 
bloody proceedings of lateI refer the Reader to a book tituled 
The roptio Inquiſition newly erefied in New-Englaud: So this is but 
a very bad inftance for this Prieſt to produce his Brethrens 
ating in NeweE gland, for Magiſtrates to make laws to limir 
mens coniciences to in matters ofReligion. And yet I tell him 
that for all their bloody proceedings in New Exgland againſt 
the Servants of the Lord, they can never change their hearts 
nor conlciences by their corrupt laws, nor by their cruelty, 
(which hath brought an everlaſting reproach upon them, and 
-upon all that own them in it) of whole cruelty and wicked- 
nefſe old Ezgland and her proud covetous Priefts cangot juſtly 
excuſe themſelves from being partakers. 

i're If Laws are bad, what fear we ? they will deſcover a bad 
conſcience. 

Anſw. Nay, it is the good Law that diſcovers the bad con- 
ſcience, ( for that which makes manifeſt is Light; ) So this 
Prieſt hath given way both to bad Laws and bad Magiſtrates ; 
Alas! what miſery are the ſub;e&s under theſe in? But now 
mark how this Prieſt hath cloſed up all his matter about Ma- 
giſtrates, that he would have make laws for the Church, and 
for Religion, 

Pr. p.69.He ſaith, And now for 2 cloſe of aliithat the Magiſtrates are 
they that ſhall hate the whore, and make her deſolate and naked, And 
for it he hath quoted Kev, 17.126. 

Anſw. You may read that of Lev 17, which he hath here 
brought,and ſee that theſe Magiſtrates this Prieſt hath hereſo 
much pleaded for to make and execute Laws for Religion, are 
the ren horns of the Beaſt which makes war with the Lamb, 
and upon which Beaſt the whore rides that hath made the 
nations drunk with her fornicacions;z So upon him 1s this 
ſcriprure fuifilled, the Beaſt thall think to change Laws and 
times, /?9.7 25. and thisis he that makes Warre againſt the 
Saints, who would compel men to worſhip him, or elſe per= 
{ccute them, Alas! is all this great matter of his pleading 
for che Magiſtrates and their Laws for forcing mens conſcien= 
C 2 Ces 
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ces come to this? he hath ſhamed the Magiſtrates, he hath 
made no more of them then the Beaſt, and ſo their laws that 
they make cannot be good. Oh | what miſery is here among 
Prieſts and people where they will have the Beaſt ( that makes 
war againſt Chriſt and his followers) to make them Laws for 


their Religion? Down with this Beaſt, and away with the. 


Whore that he carries, they ſhall never be our law-givers. 

Pr. And where at laſt he pleads for Tithes as 4 free gift or 
aonation given by princes and people, and after, he comes to plead 
for them, by a deed of git related in the Law of Edward the Con- 
feſjor, about Tithing under the fir Saxen King, 

Anſw. This is but a poor ſhelter ro fly to at laſt, ſhewing 
himſelf to be one that loveth gifts, as the falle prophets did, 
and as ſtrong an argument for Tithes might the Maſſe Prieſts 
have brought for themſelves to have Tithes, becauſe that 
they are given them according to the Popes Inſtitution, and 
becaule it is a command of their Church alſo to have them 
paid 3 but now Tithes being proved our of the order of Chriſt, 
aad to be Heatheniſh and conrrary to Gods Inſtitution 3 All 
his pleading for them as a giftof Kings, Princes, Rulers or 
People will not ftandinany ſtead to cover him; for they were 
givenand inſtituted in the Apoſtacy, ſince the dayes of the A- 
poſtles, and ſo both Princes and Prietts have joyned themſelves 
together in oppreſſion as they did of old, which then cauſed 
the wrath of the Lord to come upon the land. And the prin-- 
ces contrary tothe Lawof God have taken away of the peo- 
ples inheritance by oppreſſion, Ezc% 46. 18. and now the 
Prieſts plead for that which was taken by oppreflion, oppreſ- 
fing the poor, and taking the tenth of their labours and e- 

” ſtates, and often times much more then the tenths, and 
{o they encreaſe in goodsand lands by oppreſſion. And they 
that cannot for conſcience lake hear them,nor pay them theſe 
unrighteous gifts, they ſue them at Law, and tpoites their 
goods, and have cauied men to be impriſoned, and caſt into 
holes, ſeveral till they died in Priſons, whole blood will be 
reouired at the hands of theſe covetous perſecuring Prieſts; 
fo the Princes that have given Tiches unjuſtly, and the Prieſts 
that plead for them, and take them as gifts, they are both a= 
like and may be compared togetheras they were of old, Ezek. 
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24.25, There is a conſpiracy of her Prophets in the midſt there- 
. of like roaring Lions ravening theprey; they have devoured 
ſouls, they have taken away the creaſure and prerious things, 
they have made her many widowes in the midſt thereof, her 
Prieſts have violated my Law, and have prophaned my holy 
chings, they have put no difference between the holy and 
prophane,her Princes in the midft thereof are like ravening 
Wolves, ravening the prey to ſhed blood, and to deftroy louls, 


and to get diſhoneſt gain,and the people ofthe Land haveuſed Zopp 33, 


opprefiion. And wicked covetous Prieſts and Princes have of- 
ten cauied wars and miſery to come upon the people 3 But 
now the Lord hath found them out, and made them mani- 
feſt and the day of their viſitarion 1s coming npon them, for 
all cheir covetoutnefle and oppreſſions, and the righteous who 
truſt in the Lord { and not in Princes, nor in unrighteous 
Sifts which blind theeye) ſhall ſtand over all theſe greedy co- 
vetous Prieſts, who thus are grovelins in the earth, and ftri- 
ving for Tithes, gifts, and augmentations; for which things 
the more they write and ſpeak, the more they manitelt their 
confuiion,covetoutſnefſe,and deceipt to them who are of God, 
who redeemeth his people from the earth, out of the ninths 
and tenths;and they that follow the Lamb are redeemed from 
thecarth, andare made Kings and Prieſts to reign upon the 
earth, and arenot in bondage tothe earth,nor thethings of 
itz for they partake of the fruit of life in the everlaſting 
ſtorehouſe of God, which the Tithes and ftorchoule without 
was bnt a figure of, And fothe Lord knows that what we do 
in denying the Prieſt Tithes,is not out of any covetouſneſſe, as 
many of them have accuſed us, but for con{cience lake to 
Gcd, as isevident by our Friends deep ſufferings both in bo- 
dies and goods by the Priefts, whoſe wickednefle and cove- 
touſneſle will remain upon record, as a noyſome ſmell for a- 
ges to come. 
Pr. p. 100. And where this ſaid Prieſt hath made much adoe 
for infants Baptiſm, | 
eAnſw. Ifay, It isan old Popihh tradition proceeding from 
the ſame roor that Tithes came from in the Apoſtacy, andin 
the Scriptures he hath nothing like a proof for 1 prinxling In- 
tants; ſo they both are contrary to the Scriptures, __ 
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his many conſequences which are grounded upon ſuch bad 

ſubje&s cannot begood. Os 
Pr. p.6. And as to his falſe accuſation in ſaying, That 

Brownitis and Ruukers rage more then they diſpute 

Anſw. ThisI return back upon him as alye and a ſlander, 
proceeding from the ſpirit of envy againſt the Quakers, and 
it may be juſtly laid upon the Prieſts for their rage, when 
ſome of us have gone and ſpoken toſfome of them , orasked 
them a queſtion, they have cauſed many of us to be haled out, 
perſecuted and ſent to Prifon 3 And oftentimes the Prieſts 
have fled like cowardly hirelings, when ſome in the truth have 
oppoſed them in their Afemblies. And further, to manifeſt 
the Prieſts deceit , Take notice how unjuſtly we were dealt 
with at a diſpute at Sandwich in Kent (the x .th., of the the 2d. 
. month, 1659.) where one Thomas Panſon (a Prieſt) oppoſed us 
about Juſtification within: who faid , he would prove 
us to be children of the Devil; and he affirmed two Righ- 
teoulſneſſes of Chriſt , one within the Sxints that ſanfified 
them, and another in Chriſt without, cheni that juſtified them, 
which he could not prove by any pl wScripture, but wreſted 
the Scriptures with his meanings, and called them the mean- 
ings of the holy Ghoſt, Then I asked him, whether the 
Saints were juſtified by that Chriſt that wasin them , yea, or 
nay? Hisanſwer was, no, no. Then Ifſaid, if they were 
not juſtificd by that Chrſt thac was in themi, they were juſtified 
by another Chriſt. So I told the people that the Prieſt had 
owned two Chriſts, one within the Saints, and another 
without them : then he ſeeing himſelf enſnared , he denied 
his own anſwer, which many took noticeof; and then he 
owned but one Chriſt in the Saints and in Heaven, as there is 
but one God, though he be in Heaven, and with him that is 
poor and of a contrite Spirit , and trembleth at his Ward 
Yet ill he could not clear himielf from his former Afertion, 
in his denying Juſtification by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
within 3 for he might as well haveſaid,that Chriſt & his Righ- 
teouſncls was divided, in as much as he owned Chriſt in the 
Saints , bus not his Righteouſneis which juſtified. And his 
6:1ft was tohave men juſtified in their fins, and to be ſinners 
all their life time 3 asone that juitifteth the wicked, Pro.17.t5. 
3%, When 


| | (23) 
When as the Saints were juſtified through Faith which was in 
Chriſt, in them 3 And Abrahams Faith was counted to him for 


Righteouſneſs, Komeg. 5, 9. and laid the Prophet, God hath 
wrought all our works in us, 1ſ-.26 12. : 
- But when I would have holden this Prieſt of Saxdwich to his 
Aﬀertion, Tho Rumwſay, and Tho Fr>jior (as they called them) 
the Magiſtrates, would not ſuffer me to ſpeak, nor to anſwer - 
the Prieſt : . but with their bitter rage, hemmnig and houting 
like wilde boyes, ſtirred up the rude fellowes to makea great 
noiſe, ſeveral times; and there being ſeveral Prieſts, they 
none of them did ſo much as reprove them for their d:tor- 
der, when oftentimes I laid it upon the Prieſts to keep their 
flock in better order;but by that means they ſtopped the cruth 
from being heard fora time, and the Magiſtrates did a little . 
thereby ſecure the Prieſt, ſeeing him enfnared , but thereby 
the Prieſts and Magiſtrates did but the more ſhame chens- 
ſelves; and indeed all ſober people there, Mzre of the ſaid: 
were aſhamed of them, and their brui- Priefis Do&rine is 
tiſhneſs*. So whether the rage doth ap= mentioned in R.H. his 
ear on the Pricſts part, or on ours, -I os OY = 
eaveit to all that fear che Lord to judge niſtry, dE. 
of. man, 
And all you that love your ſouls, and * 
defire ſalvation,come out from amongſt theſe covetous deceit= 
ful Priefts,for theLord is againft them, who will confound and 
overthrow them forall their deceipts, aud make their folly 
yet more manifeſt; and'come you unto Chriftche true light 
who hath enlightened you, thar you may learn of him, and 
receive life from h1m to feed upon, and by him be raughc,and 
not by thele whoteach for unrighreous gain; which if Ley 
come to want their gain , their great trade of preaching 
goes down, and fo it muſt, the Lord hath {poken it. 


By George Whitehead. 
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This following unto People and 
Rulers, _ 


READER, | 

F thon haſt read or heard D. P. his book and Pleas for 
Pribex,ans now this reply unto that of it which is worth 

the anſwering or reading, if thou haſt read with under- 

ſtanding, thou wilt plainly fee his much confulion , and 
unſound conceivings and Imaginations manifeſted , which 
tadeed unto all, whoare truly honeſt, or ſober minded, doe 
appear to be without foundation,and not'praftized by Chriſt 
or any of his Miniſters ſent forth by him to preach the Gof- 
pel, neither is ſuch a praiſe now uſed by any of thoſe who 
are taught and led by his ſpiritz And therefore it had been 
good for him D. P, that in this thing he had been filent,and 
not have ſuffered his falſe conceptions to come to the birth, 
which is ſo deformed a Monſter, cr uggly ſhape, that none bur 
thoſe who love darknefle rather then light, whoſe deeds are 
evil, can have unity with it. 

And therefore unto all you who have any deſires begot« 
ten in youto know the truth, and in it to walk, In time, I 
ſay in time, minde Gods witnefle in you which reproves for 
tin and iniquity, and out of it leads, and into Gods truth 
and Righteoutſneſle leads all thoſe who are guided by it, and 
it obey 3 The which I bear my Teſtimony will lead you ont 
from all falſe, deceitfull Priefts, who write and preach their 
own vain Immaginations, that to uphold which Chrift hath 
finiſhed and put an end unto, as 1s this day witnefled of all 
thoſe who have taken up the Crofſe and followed him, and 
have learned of him;mark that. 

I am one who from my youth was much with them, and 
as ſome call beſt, Ii have tried the beft of them, for the Seeds 
{ake I writ this; And if Truth and Righteouſneſſe had been 
with them, it would at ſome time or other have appeared a= 

| mongſt 


UMI 


UMI 


(23) 
mongſt them 5 but they havereje&ed the Corner Stone, and 
Wiſdom is not with them. - | | 

And when] came to the-true Teacher, the light of Chriſt, 
which is pure, I clearly ſaw them all upon one ground, living 
in ſin, and pleading for it terme of lite, by which the hands 
of the wicked were ſtrengthened, and the hearts of the Righ- 
teous grieved, out of Chriſts Do&rine they were, and there 
I left them, and there I now. finde them, men of corrupt 
mindes and praCtices,as their fruits in this Nation and Coun= 
ty hath of late them manifeſted, who have worried the In- 
nocent Lambs of Chriſt, who cannot bow to their luſts, and 
put into their mouths; Many nufled by them, and in body 
and {oul devoured by reaſon of them; For this is declared 
of them , that they ſtand not in Gods Counſell, and ſo turn 
none from the evil of their wayes, Tn 

The Lord is wy Witnefle I am not an enemy to any of 
them, bur to that I am at enmity by which they are a&ed, 
and led forth to fin and iniquity, violence andoppreſlion, as 
largely from moſt parts of this Nation hath been manifeſted 
and demonſtrated; And now from ſuch works and workers 
my ſoul 1s turned; And with thoſe who fear the Lord and 
love truth am I united, Glory,glory, power and pure praiſes 
to him be given,who hath me called out of the Jarhead 
unto his light which is pure is my ſoul.joyned, 

And now as one who hath obtained mercy ofthe Lord, I 
warn, and earneſtly deſire all unto whom this ſhall come, 
who have any dehires begotten in them, to know the i ord and 
his cruth, that they all co Chriſt the Light come, and in it 
wait, thar you may come to know and feel a meaſure of God 
in you, to Wit, the gift of God unto you which is given to 
profic withall, the which if thou love, and by it be taught, 
ungodlinefie you will deny, and gedly you will be in all 
manner of converſation; And then from the barren moun=» 
tains you will come, thar knoweth not good when it cometh, 
and irom che empty cifterns you w:ll turn where no waters 
aregthe Seed.oftod torefreſh; y-a, from thoſe who have not 
the rongue of the learned, rhat miniſtereth unto the. ſpiriv 
inprifon; I fay fromall ſuch you will come, who live in an, 
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"and plead for fin, who are blinde leaders, and lead the blind 
into the ditch, who periſh for want of knowledge, or becauſe 
they reje&tthe Counſel of God; ' Andſo while you have time, 
prize it, and all in time, ceaſe from doing evil, and learn to 
do well. | 
And all you who are Magiſtrates of this Nation, and have 

the ſword to you committed, with which you are to be a ter- 
rour to them that do evil, &c. Unto you this is the Word 
of Truth, Begin at home, wait to feel the power of God, 
bringing down , cutting down, laying low that which hath 
and would ſtill be exalted above the Seed of God, which muſt 
be brought under and ſubdued in rhe particular in your own 
hearts; I ſay, the beam at home mult be pulled out, and then 
you will ſeeclearly what the Lord hath called you unco, and 
the work he hath for you to do in this nation; Many eyes are 
upon you at this day ; Wait and fand in Gods Counſel, and 
true wiſdom you will receive, and by it if you be ordered, 
you will doall things committed unto youwell, and you kept 
in your true places, and then you will proſper. Touch-not 
Gods annointed ; limit not the holy One; give to God the 
chings that are his; the heart he ſearcheth, the conſcience 
is his, he will teach, lead and govern in his own Kihgdome 
himſelf. Beware of that Rock, where many ſtrong ones are 
broken to pieces, itſtands eternally, and by it the high and 
proud waves are bounded, over it they cannot paſſe; You 
have heard and ſeen much in theſe latter dayes, let it not be 
forgotten what the Lord hath done for this nation, and for 
many of 'you 3 remember the dayes of your fears and tears, 
and when deliverance in nyeaſure is come, forget not Joſeph 
in the priſon, who was faithful in his place. Oh! hear and 
haſten co deliver the Innocent opprefſed ones who ſuffer for 
Righteouſnefle ſake, take heed of delayes, minde what was 
Phar-045 rune, and Chriſts words to the murderous Jews, who 
jaſtified the deeds of their fathers who impriſoned and flew 
the prophets. Haften, thoſe unjuſt and unrighteous laws, 
made in the will of man, and not according to tie pure Law 
of God written in the heart, nor Scriptures of Truth, I ſay, 
haften them to the grave, leaſt their life get over _ 
An 


IL INMI 


o CY 


UMI 


* 


27 ] | 
Andas a friendT adviſe yon E beware of thoſe Cammelions 
who can ſhape themſelves into every form of Government, 
for advantage ſake; and take heed of thoſe frogs and locuſts, 
that will creep into your cloſets and Commirtees; you have 
had large experience of ſuch ſpirits within theſe fifteen years, 


. time palt is ſufficient, letit beſo no more; Bear not them up-= 


on your ſhoulders, who in effe& (as you may read before) 
make the Magiſtrates to be bur the beaſt. My deſires are that 
none of you may carry the Whore, the mother of Harlots, 
or whoredoms, who hath made the Kings and inhabitants of 
the earth, drunk with the wine of her fornications, which 
hath gone out ofher golden cup in her hand, full of abo- 
mination and filthinefſe of her fornicafion; and all that 
will not drink of her cup, ſhe will, or would drink of their 
blood, and ſhe is become drunken with the blood of the 
Saints , and the blood of the Martyres of Jeſus; Andal- 
though ſhe {its upon peoples, and mulcitudes, and nations, 
and tongues, and Kings, and all the powers of darknefſe,and 
all be of one mind to give their power unto tli®beaſt, and all 
theſe make war with the Lamb, yet theLamb ſhall overcome 
them, for he is Lordof lords, and King of kings, (Mark 
that ) and they who are with himare called,and faithful, and 
choſen. 

And now is the Lambs war begun, and his warriours are in 
Heaven, and they follow Him upon white horſes, cloathed 
with fine linnen white and pure, andcut of his mouth goes 
the ſword which ſmites the Heathen, for his weapons are not 
carnal but ſpiritual and mighty, wch bringethunder the ſtrong 
and the migity, the captains and the nobles, and by himthe 
talſe prophet is taken and the beaſt, and caſt into the lake. 

And that you whoare now in preſent power may hate the 

Whore, the falſe Prophet, and the beaft, and untothe 
Lambs war came, and with him to joyn; Is the delire 
of him whoisa real friend toall who have not onely his 
name, but partake of his nature. Thomas Howſegoe. 


ERRATA, 
In page 4, line 34, r, and the other was in Gods Covenant py 19,0, 27, for 


Lev, 17, read Rey 17, 
; THE END. 


